
Phonological regularity and the role of grammar in speech error analysis : 

segmental and syllable markedness 

John Alderete (Simon Fraser University) 

 

LingLunch du jeudi 13 septembre 2018 

 

Abstract : This talk investigates a set of phonological patterns in the SFU Speech Error 
Database (SFUSED), with the goal of understanding if and how phonological 
markedness is involved in online processes of phonological encoding. In particular, we 
examine a set of sound errors in SFUSED (consonant substitutions, deletions, and 
additions) with the aim of assessing how markedness at the segmental and syllabic 
levels may shape the structure of these errors. The results show that some of the 
results are consistent with the claim that markedness has a role in shaping error 
patterns, but these findings need to be weighed against alternative explanations that 
employ mechanisms that are more intrinsic to speech production processes, including 
the role of sound type frequency. The results both challenge and focus future research 
questions about the role of phonological grammar in speech error analysis. 

Note : this talk is self-contained lecture, but also a continuation of a talk given in the 
Atelier de Phonologie on Sept. 12. 

Short Bio. : Dr. Alderete’s research investigates the mental life of speaking. He 
combines computational modelling, insights from linguistic and psycholinguistic theory, 
and Big Data from the world’s languages to probe the nature of language production 
processes. 

 


